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Across the state, school districts are reemphasizing the importance of regular school attendance.  During COVID and the short time since, families got comfortable with being absent more frequently and that has had a negative effect on school performance.   For the month of November Index School averaged 88% attendance.  While that is better than many places, we would really love to see our school maintain an averaging well above 90%. 

The National Center for Educational Statistics tells us that absences matter.  We often look at the lower level tasks that primary grade students are working on and think it won't make a difference for them to be absent,  but the reality is that the data shows the opposite.  Absences even in the lower grades make a difference to student performance all the way through their school experience. 

Students who attend school regularly have been shown to achieve at higher levels than students who do not have regular attendance. This relationship between attendance and achievement may appear early in a child's school career. A recent study looking at young children found that absenteeism in kindergarten was associated with negative first grade outcomes such as greater absenteeism in subsequent years and lower achievement in reading, math, and general knowledge.2

We have been blessed with an emergency repair grant that is funding a new roof.  Yeah! No more buckets in the classrooms.  The crews have started their work and anticipate that it will take up to 3 weeks.  While the noise is distracting, the results will be worth it! 

This summer I sent out an invitation  to all of our legislators to come visit our wonderful little school. I did this because tiny schools have unique issues and when the legislature is informed they can make better decisions. Representative Keith Goehner came by our school this week and spent an hour learning about our school, our community and the unique needs we face. If you cross paths  with Representative Goehner please thank him for taking the time to listen. 

Gerry Grubbs
Superintendent/Principal


Index School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights Coordinator:  Gerry Grubbs - Superintendent, 360-793-1330,; Title IX Coordinator: Connie Fehrenbach-793-1330, cfehrenbach@index.k12.wa.us. and 504 coordinator 360-793-1330,. Address: 436 Index Ave. Index, WA 98256.  Index school District will always take steps to assure the national origin persons who lack English Language skills can participate in all education programs, services and activities.  For information regarding translation services or transitional bilingual education programs, contact our superintendent.



Important Dates for December
Dec. 4, 5, 6			Conferences
Dec. 10				Winter Concert @ 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 19 – Jan. 1			Winter Break
                        

Early Releases & Dismissal
Dec. 4, 5, 6 (conferences)	Early Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m.
Dec. 11				Early Release @ 1:30 p.m.
Dec. 18				Early Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m.
							(Day before holiday break)

		Happy Birthday to….   [image: Balloon Clipart Images - Free Download on Freepik]

Eva O’Hara			December 6		
Kallie Demers			December 8
Alder Colletti			December 11
Elliott D’Ambra			December 28
Lansing, Donovan		December 30


Anytime your child(ren) are to be absent, please call the office at (360) 793-1330 or email Connie in the office at cfehrenbach@index.k12.wa.us.   If you are going to be late, and your child eats hot lunch, we must know before 8:30 a.m.   Anything after 8:30 am. will require a cold lunch be brought with your child as a substitution for that day.  
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Emergency Weather
Emergency Weather – What to do?
In the event of a school emergency or for school schedule changes due to adverse weather conditions and/or other emergency situations connect to FlashAlert.net for updated communications.
Note: If you are signed up to FlashAlert Newswire, you will automatically receive information about delays or closures on your phone and/or computer.  
Index School on FlashAlert.net
Weather / Snow Days
This is a good time of year to remind you that Index is a part of the Puget Sound Emergency Communications System.  During periods of extreme weather conditions, school will be delayed or closed.  In addition, buses may run on an abbreviated schedule.  Here is a list of radio, TV stations and websites you can use for up-to-the-minute information and/or changes.
· Radio – AM  — KCIS 630 – KAPS 660 – KIRO 710 – KIXI 880 – KOMO 1000 – KYCW 1090 KRKO 1380 – KBRC 1430
· Radio – FM — KPLU 88.5 – KSER 90.7 – KLSY 92.5 – KUBE 93.3 – KMPS 94.1 – KBSG 97.3 – KMTT 103.7 – KCMS 105.3 – KRWM 106.9 –
· TV Stations – KOMO 4 – KING 5 / KONG 6 – KIRO 7 – KVOS 12 – KCPQ 13

(DIRECTIONS TO CONNECT)
1. Go to the Flashalert.net website
2. In upper left corner, click on View Local News
3. Choose Seattle-Western Washington
4. (Under Search) Choose Island & Snohomish Co. School District
5. Choose Index SD
6. Under Primary email address for new acount, put in email address for alerts to be sent.
7. In the signup page, input your confirmed email address and password.
8. Click Create Your Account, and you are done. (At this point, you can request a test email be sent to you through the app). The setup will walk you through this.

image3.jpg
December 4-6
11:30 out for Conferences

December 10
Winter Concert 6:00

December 12

Festive Wear Day

Wear your ugly sweaters, santa hats,
christmas colors, or whatever makes
you feel festive!

December 13

Pajama Day

Movie Night 6:00

Rise of the Guardians

December 18

Half Day- 11:30 out
December 19-January 2

Winter Break
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% IT'S TIME TO POP THE CORN! %
-

JOIN US FOR MOVIE NIGHT

RISE OF THE

GUARDIANS

December 13, 2024 - 6 PM

Popcorn will be provided
Please bring your water bottle. Water is

available for refills.
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